The Illinois Regional Archives Depository (IRAD) system, a program of the Illinois
State Archives, is dedicated to the preservation of local governmental records. The
IRAD depositories, located at seven universities throughout the state, preserve the
official records of local governmental agencies that have permanent legal,
administrative, historical or other research values. Each year, graduate students
are selected to serve as interns at the depositories.
The IRAD internships introduce graduate students to the functions of an archives
institution and allow them to develop basic archival and research skills. Duties
include arranging and processing records, preparing descriptive inventories and
providing reference service to the public. Interns for the 2021-2022 academic year
attended an intensive two-day training session in Springfield in August.
The following are the 2021-2022 interns with their academic majors and the IRAD
where they are serving. As of publication, the University of Illinois at Springfield
is still filling its IRAD intern positions.

DATES AND REMINDERS
NOTE: Due to COVID-19 and until further notice, all State
and Local Records Commission meetings will be held by
conference or videoconferencing call after proper notice has
been posted on the website of the Illinois State Archives.
Downstate Local Records Commission Meeting
1st Tuesday of the month, 10 a.m. (unless otherwise noted)
ilsos.gov
Cook County Local Records Commission Meeting
2nd Tuesday of the month, 11 a.m.
ilsos.gov
State Records Commission Meeting
3rd Wednesday of every month, 9:30 a.m.
ilsos.gov
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum
23rd Annual Conference on Illinois History
October 7-8, Springfield
https://presidentlincoln.illinois.gov/learn/library-research/
research-divisions/conference-on-illinois-history
217-558-0128
Chicago Research Summit (Multi-Institutional
Sponsorship)
“Exploring Chicago’s Stories: Enhancing Student Learning
Through Chicago-Based Research”
October 15 (online only)
https://matthew-ostercamp.squarespace.com/present

2021 IRAD Interns

Eastern Illinois University
Shelby Hummel
History
Tanner Skym
History

Northern Illinois University
Kathryn Bean
History
Derek Joseph Shaw Political Science

Illinois State University
Gwendolyn Allen
Anthropology
Shawna Sheperd
English

Southern Illinois University
Caroline Folds
Philosophy
Miaya Scott
Political Science
Jamie Webb
History

Northeastern Illinois University
Deborah S. Barnes Political Science
Carrie Anne Bugay History
Robert Wolff
Political
Science/History

University of Illinois at Springfield
Western Illinois University
Reeka Nadine Edwards Political Science
Valeria Solano Rojo
History

Chicago Film Archives
2021 Home Movie Day
October 16, Chicago (Chicago History Museum)
http://www.chicagofilmarchives.org/current-events/chica
go-home-movie-day-2021

Fall 2021

2021-2022 IRAD interns selected
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Illinois State Archives celebrates Centennial
On June 20, 1921, Illinois Governor Len Small signed legislation creating the Illinois State Archives for the purpose of
preserving and making accessible official state records that had permanent, historical, legal and administrative value.
Despite the pandemic, throughout
2021 the Illinois State Archives has
celebrated the Centennial year of
its creation. Each department of
the Archives has been featured in
an issue of For the Record. Archives
staff members have given small
tours of the Margaret Cross Norton
Building. Staff also created a
display about the Centennial that
has been housed in the built-in
display case located outside of the
reference room. Another display
has been placed in a case inside
the reference room. In June, the
entire staff posed for a picture in
front of the Norton Building.
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Illinois State Archives staff, 1955.

The Archives has also created
special commemorative items including shirts, coffee cups, face masks and a limited-edition bobblehead of Margaret
Cross Norton – the first supervisor of the Archives. None of these items were purchased with state money. Most of
the items featured a Centennial logo, which was also used on 2021 State Archives letterhead.
Currently, the Archives staff is planning additional activities to commemorate the Centennial. During the month of
October, banners celebrating the Centennial will be placed on the lightpoles around the Capitol Complex and a time
capsule will be placed in the Norton Building. State Rep. Tim Butler has introduced a commemorative resolution in
the Illinois House to recognize this milestone.

Midwest Archives Conference
2021 Fall Symposium
“Local Collections in the Digital Age”
November 4-5, Kansas City, MO
https://www.midwestarchives.org/

For the Record is published three times a year by the Illinois State Archives Advisory Board, Office of the Secretary of State.
Jesse White • Secretary of State & State Archivist • Produced by the Secretary of State Communications Department.

ilsos.gov

Illinois State Archives staff, June 10, 2021.
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Centennial masks were created and handed out
to Archives staff.

Archives staff purchased coffee cups with the
Centennial logo to commemorate the special
event.

Illinois State Archives receives 1845 Will County census
The Will County Historical Museum and Research Center in Lockport has donated to the Illinois State Archives an original copy of the 1845 state
census of Will County. The census was found in the belongings of local historian Billie Limacher, who passed away earlier this year. Her family
generously donated the census to the museum, which in turn donated it to the State Archives.
The state of Illinois conducted censuses by county every five years from 1820 to 1845 and then again in 1855 and 1865. Unfortunately, very few
of the censuses still exist. For the 1845 census, the State Archives only had returns for Cass, Montgomery, Putnam and Tazewell counties. Now,
thanks to generosity of the Will County Historical Museum, it has added Will County to its collection.

The Will County Historical Museum and Research Center recently donated the 1845 state census for Will County to the Illinois State Archives. Pictured with the census of Will
County are, from left, David Joens and Catheryne Popovitch of the Illinois State Archives, Terri Dell, who donated the census to the Will County Historical Society, Alex Dixon of
the Illinois State Archives, and Will County Historical Society executive director Sandy Vasko and vice-president Brian Conroy.

Archives staff members, pictured with a portrait of Margaret Cross Norton,
wearing their Centennial shirts.

To commemorate the Illinois State Archives
Centennial, a bobblehead of Margaret Cross Norton
was created. Norton was the first supervisor of the
Illinois State Archives, and the archives building
was named after her in 1995.

Various publications and memorabilia are currently on display in the
reference room of the Margaret Cross Norton Building.

Secretary of State and State Archivist Jesse White poses with a picture of James A. Rose, who had been the longest serving Secretary of State in Illinois until Secretary White
surpassed his record in 2014. The John Daly Conference Room in the Margaret Cross Norton Building is home to a portrait gallery of previous Secretaries of State.

ISHRAB members visit grant sites

2021 ISHRAB Historical Records Grants
The Illinois State Historical Records Advisory Board (ISHRAB) has
awarded Historical Records Grants totaling $28,222 to eight Illinois
historical records repositories to develop and/or carry out projects that
will lead to enhanced online access. Funding for the grants was provided
by a State Board Programming Grant from the National Historical
Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC). Since 2010, the ISHRAB
has awarded 105 grants through the NHPRC to archives and institutions
in 32 Illinois counties. In 2020, the ISHRAB grant program received the
CoSA-NHPRC SHRAB Award of Merit in recognition of its success. The
following organizations received grants for their historical records
projects for the 2021-2022 grant cycle.
Bloomington: McLean County Historical Society
Digitization of Pantagraph Photo Negatives (1952) – $5,000 to digitize
5,600 images from its Pantagraph newspaper photo negative collection
from 1952.
Chicago: Southeast Chicago Historical Society
Milltown Histories: Archival Work on the Southeast Chicago Historical
Museum – $5,000 for archival records work for materials currently lacking
accession numbers and for conservation work relating to display panels of
the Memorial Day Massacre of 1937.
Clinton: Vespasian Warner Public Library District
Vespasian Warner Public Library Preservation and Organization Project –
$1,490 to purchase supplies to properly preserve and organize its
collection as the first step to getting the materials described and digitized.

Celebrating the Centennial on the
Capitol Complex

Elgin: Elgin Area Historical Society
Negative Index Digitization Project – $3,919 to convert an index of
negatives to PastPerfect and attach the negative images of
underrepresented communities in Elgin to PastPerfect Online and the
Illinois Digital Archives.

As part of their duties, members of ISHRAB and staff conduct site visits to grant recipients.
During those visits, grant recipients give tours of their facilities, discuss their collections and
give updates on the progress of their projects. All grants provided by the ISHRAB are funded by
the NHPRC and are given for activities that will lead to enhanced online access. In 2020, the
ISHRAB awarded 10 Historical Records Grants totaling $33,536.

Evanston: Center for Women’s History & Leadership
Creating Access to the WCTU Vertical Files – $1,511 to create online
folder level access to 700-plus subject and biographical vertical files.
Libertyville: Lake County Forest Preserve – Bess Bower Dunn
Museum
Digitization of Records of 96th Illinois Regimental Collection – $4,841 to
digitize a collection from the 16-year-old infantryman Orson V. Young of
Company D and the official records of Company B of the 96th Illinois
Regiment.
Peoria: Peoria Historical Society
Digitization of Moses Pettengill Collection – $4,200 to digitize the Moses
Pettengill Collection, shining light into the world of the abolitionist, church
leader and friend of Abraham Lincoln.
Princeton: Bureau County Historical Society
Bill Lamb Collection Digitization – $2,262 to digitize and create an online
finding aid for the Bill Lamb Photo Collection, representing a visual history
of the Bureau County community spanning seven decades.
ISHRAB members Andrew Bullen (left) and Tina Beaird (far right) conduct a site visit at the University of Illinois –
Chicago Midwest Nursing History Research Center, which received a $4,309 ISHRAB grant to digitize part of its Illinois
Training School of Nurses Collection. Archivist and project leader Jojo Galvan Mora (right of computer) and Cathy
Popovitch of the Illinois State Archives discuss the grant.

Professional development
scholarships available to
Illinois archivists
The ISHRAB is offering professional
development scholarships to Illinois
archivists and archival volunteers to attend
an archival workshop/seminar of their
choice in Illinois (or an online professional
archival development course). Awards are
available for up to $200 per applicant, per
fiscal year, and may be used toward the
cost of registration, housing, and/or travel
to the event. The award is reimbursable.
Scholarships will be awarded on a
first-come basis until the funding is
exhausted. Complete information and an
application form can be found at ilsos.gov
(click on Departments, Illinois State
Archives, Illinois Historical Records
Advisory Board).
If you have any questions, please contact:
David Joens, Director
Illinois State Archives
M.C. Norton Building
Springfield, IL 62756
Phone: 217-782-3492
FAX: 217-524-3930
djoens@ilsos.gov
This archival
funded by a
Grant from
Publications
(NHPRC).

educational opportunity is
State Board Programming
the National Historical
and Records Commission

Illinois State Archives
Margaret Cross Norton Building
Capitol Complex
Springfield, IL 62756
217-782-4682
217-524-3930 (Fax)
Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Banners observing the Centennial of the Illinois State Archives were placed
around the Capitol Complex in October during National Archives Month. Pictured
are the commemorative banners with the Margaret Cross Norton Archives
Building and the Illinois State Capitol in the background.

Closed all state holidays.
William P. Shannon IV (left), curator at the St. Clair County Historical Society, shows some of the society’s collection
to ISHRAB member Aaron Lisec and Archives staff Cathy Popovitch and Kristi Lear. The Historical Society received an
ISHRAB grant to digitize the papers of U.S. Senator Alan Dixon.

Secretary White presents Popovitch with award

Booklet commemorates 100 Years of Service

Catheryne Popovitch, deputy coordinator of the ISHRAB and head
of the State Archives Reference and Operations section, received
two major awards this summer. Both awards were presented
virtually due to pandemic restrictions.

As part of the celebration of the Archives Centennial, staff wrote and
published a special commemorative booklet about the Illinois State
Archives. The booklet includes the history of the Illinois State Archives
and information regarding each department.

This summer, the Council of State Archivists (CoSA) named
Popovitch as its 2021 Rising Star Award recipient. The Rising Star
Award acknowledges outstanding contributions by individual staff
members or teams to their state archives and constituencies. In
October, Secretary of State and State Archivist Jesse White
recognized Popovitch’s accomplishment by presenting the award
to her in a ceremony during National Archives Month.

Many of the photos used in the booklet come from the Doc Helm
Collection. The collection, which consists of approximately 30,000
photo negatives taken by the state photographer from the 1940s to the
1990s, is currently being digitized and placed online as part of a grant
from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission
(NHPRC).

Also this summer, the National Association of Government
Archives and Records Administrators (NAGARA) selected
Popovitch as the first recipient of its new Emerging Leader Award,
which recognizes early-career archivists at the local, state or
federal level of government who have demonstrated significant
promise of leadership and have completed archival/records
management work of merit.

Illinois State Archives: 100 Years of Service, 2021.

Popovitch has worked at the Illinois State Archives since 2014.

Select Archives Publications

Secretary of State and State Archivist Jesse White presents Cathy Popovitch with the CoSA
Rising Star Award.

Archives Month
Secretary of State and State Archivist Jesse White and the Illinois State Archives, the Illinois State
Historical Records Advisory Board (ISHRAB) and the Chicago Area Archivists are once again joining to
cosponsor Illinois Archives Month in October. This year’s Archives Month poster celebrates the
Centennial of the Illinois State Archives.
Archives, museums, historical societies, libraries and other groups are invited to celebrate Archives
Month by hosting local events, exhibits and activities that highlight the management and preservation
of our documentary heritage.
To assist in publicizing Illinois Archives Month events, the ISHRAB is hosting an online Events
Calendar. For a downloadable poster and information on showcasing your institution’s collections and
activities or promoting your institution’s Archives Month activities on the Events Calendar, please visit
ilsos.gov (click Departments, Illinois State Archives, Illinois State Historical Records Advisory Board)
or call 217-524-6700.

For the Record now on Illinois Digital Archives
We are happy to announce that every issue of For the Record has been digitized and can be found on the Illinois Digital Archives webpage,
www.idaillinois.org. For the Record was first published in April 1975 and serves to highlight news and special events of the Illinois State Historical
Records Advisory Board (ISHRAB) and the Illinois State Archives. For a brief period, between 1996 and 2002, no issues of the newsletter were
published. Originally a print newsletter, For the Record has been online only since 2015. The newsletter is published three times a year.

Illinois Archival Repositories Directory
The Illinois Archival Repositories Directory is an online resource that provides Illinois archivists with a way to locate other archivists in the state
to exchange ideas and concerns. It also serves as a useful tool for researchers to use when trying to locate appropriate research centers. The
directory is available online at http://ilsos.gov/departments/archives/ISHRAB/archival_repositories_directory/home.html. The Illinois State
Historical Records Advisory Board (ISHRAB) uses this directory to send news about upcoming grant opportunities and funding possibilities. The
directory is searchable by name of repository, region, or name of county or city. To add your organization to the directory or update an existing
listing the printable Submission Form (http://ilsos.gov/publications/pdf_publications/ard143.pdf)in Adobe PDF format.

Abraham Lincoln in Illinois: A Selection of Documents from the Illinois
State Archives (2008), teacher’s manual (87 pp.) and 35 document
facsimiles with transcriptions – $10*

From the Ashes, 1872-1900: A Selection of Documents from the
Proceedings Files of the Chicago City Council (1990), teacher's manual
(123 pp.) and 50 document facsimiles with transcriptions – $10*

Hard Times in Illinois, 1930-1940: A Selection of Documents from the
Illinois State Archives (2002), teacher’s manual (119 pp.) and 50
document facsimiles – $10*

Early Chicago, 1833-1871: A Selection of City Council Proceedings Files
from the Illinois State Archives (1986, 1999), teacher's manual (115 pp.)
and 50 document facsimiles with transcriptions – $14*

The Illinois and Michigan Canal, 1827-1911: A Selection of Documents
from the Illinois State Archives (1998), teacher’s manual (115 pp.) and
50 document facsimiles with transcriptions – $12*

*Teaching packets are available FREE to Illinois educational institutions
by submitting a request on letterhead stationery. All other requests are
filled for the fee listed. To order publications, please contact: Illinois
State Archives, Publications Unit, Norton Building, Springfield, IL
62756, 217-524-6700. Please make checks payable to Secretary of
State. For a complete list of Illinois State Archives publications, please
visit: ilsos.gov/departments/archives/publications.html.

Illinois at War, 1941-1945: A Selection of Documents from the Illinois
State Archives (1994), teacher's manual (119 pp.) and 50 document
facsimiles – $12*

Illinois State Archives and Illinois Supreme Court
Approximately 10% of the 75,000 cubic feet of material at the Illinois
State Archives consists of state Supreme Court cases. Unfortunately,
many of these records are in poor condition, due to improper storage
conditions of the era. While conservation and repair work has been
done on pre-Civil War court cases, the shear volume of the records has
meant that little work has been done on the rest of the collection, which
dates from the 1870s to the 1970s.
To remedy the situation, the Illinois State Supreme Court Historic
Preservation Commission recently hired Jason Blohm as a conservator
to work on these records. Blohm will work out of the conservation lab
at the Margaret Cross Norton Building. He will hydrate and flat file the
cases and perform light cleaning and repair. An added benefit to the
work is that flat filing these cases will free much needed storage space
at the Norton Building. The project is expected to take several years.
Jason Blohm works on Illinois Supreme Court records.

Secretary White presents Popovitch with award

Booklet commemorates 100 Years of Service

Catheryne Popovitch, deputy coordinator of the ISHRAB and head
of the State Archives Reference and Operations section, received
two major awards this summer. Both awards were presented
virtually due to pandemic restrictions.

As part of the celebration of the Archives Centennial, staff wrote and
published a special commemorative booklet about the Illinois State
Archives. The booklet includes the history of the Illinois State Archives
and information regarding each department.

This summer, the Council of State Archivists (CoSA) named
Popovitch as its 2021 Rising Star Award recipient. The Rising Star
Award acknowledges outstanding contributions by individual staff
members or teams to their state archives and constituencies. In
October, Secretary of State and State Archivist Jesse White
recognized Popovitch’s accomplishment by presenting the award
to her in a ceremony during National Archives Month.

Many of the photos used in the booklet come from the Doc Helm
Collection. The collection, which consists of approximately 30,000
photo negatives taken by the state photographer from the 1940s to the
1990s, is currently being digitized and placed online as part of a grant
from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission
(NHPRC).

Also this summer, the National Association of Government
Archives and Records Administrators (NAGARA) selected
Popovitch as the first recipient of its new Emerging Leader Award,
which recognizes early-career archivists at the local, state or
federal level of government who have demonstrated significant
promise of leadership and have completed archival/records
management work of merit.

Illinois State Archives: 100 Years of Service, 2021.

Popovitch has worked at the Illinois State Archives since 2014.

Select Archives Publications

Secretary of State and State Archivist Jesse White presents Cathy Popovitch with the CoSA
Rising Star Award.

Archives Month
Secretary of State and State Archivist Jesse White and the Illinois State Archives, the Illinois State
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Centennial of the Illinois State Archives.
Archives, museums, historical societies, libraries and other groups are invited to celebrate Archives
Month by hosting local events, exhibits and activities that highlight the management and preservation
of our documentary heritage.
To assist in publicizing Illinois Archives Month events, the ISHRAB is hosting an online Events
Calendar. For a downloadable poster and information on showcasing your institution’s collections and
activities or promoting your institution’s Archives Month activities on the Events Calendar, please visit
ilsos.gov (click Departments, Illinois State Archives, Illinois State Historical Records Advisory Board)
or call 217-524-6700.
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Illinois State Archives and Illinois Supreme Court
Approximately 10% of the 75,000 cubic feet of material at the Illinois
State Archives consists of state Supreme Court cases. Unfortunately,
many of these records are in poor condition, due to improper storage
conditions of the era. While conservation and repair work has been
done on pre-Civil War court cases, the shear volume of the records has
meant that little work has been done on the rest of the collection, which
dates from the 1870s to the 1970s.
To remedy the situation, the Illinois State Supreme Court Historic
Preservation Commission recently hired Jason Blohm as a conservator
to work on these records. Blohm will work out of the conservation lab
at the Margaret Cross Norton Building. He will hydrate and flat file the
cases and perform light cleaning and repair. An added benefit to the
work is that flat filing these cases will free much needed storage space
at the Norton Building. The project is expected to take several years.
Jason Blohm works on Illinois Supreme Court records.

ISHRAB members visit grant sites

2021 ISHRAB Historical Records Grants
The Illinois State Historical Records Advisory Board (ISHRAB) has
awarded Historical Records Grants totaling $28,222 to eight Illinois
historical records repositories to develop and/or carry out projects that
will lead to enhanced online access. Funding for the grants was provided
by a State Board Programming Grant from the National Historical
Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC). Since 2010, the ISHRAB
has awarded 105 grants through the NHPRC to archives and institutions
in 32 Illinois counties. In 2020, the ISHRAB grant program received the
CoSA-NHPRC SHRAB Award of Merit in recognition of its success. The
following organizations received grants for their historical records
projects for the 2021-2022 grant cycle.
Bloomington: McLean County Historical Society
Digitization of Pantagraph Photo Negatives (1952) – $5,000 to digitize
5,600 images from its Pantagraph newspaper photo negative collection
from 1952.
Chicago: Southeast Chicago Historical Society
Milltown Histories: Archival Work on the Southeast Chicago Historical
Museum – $5,000 for archival records work for materials currently lacking
accession numbers and for conservation work relating to display panels of
the Memorial Day Massacre of 1937.
Clinton: Vespasian Warner Public Library District
Vespasian Warner Public Library Preservation and Organization Project –
$1,490 to purchase supplies to properly preserve and organize its
collection as the first step to getting the materials described and digitized.

Celebrating the Centennial on the
Capitol Complex

Elgin: Elgin Area Historical Society
Negative Index Digitization Project – $3,919 to convert an index of
negatives to PastPerfect and attach the negative images of
underrepresented communities in Elgin to PastPerfect Online and the
Illinois Digital Archives.

As part of their duties, members of ISHRAB and staff conduct site visits to grant recipients.
During those visits, grant recipients give tours of their facilities, discuss their collections and
give updates on the progress of their projects. All grants provided by the ISHRAB are funded by
the NHPRC and are given for activities that will lead to enhanced online access. In 2020, the
ISHRAB awarded 10 Historical Records Grants totaling $33,536.

Evanston: Center for Women’s History & Leadership
Creating Access to the WCTU Vertical Files – $1,511 to create online
folder level access to 700-plus subject and biographical vertical files.
Libertyville: Lake County Forest Preserve – Bess Bower Dunn
Museum
Digitization of Records of 96th Illinois Regimental Collection – $4,841 to
digitize a collection from the 16-year-old infantryman Orson V. Young of
Company D and the official records of Company B of the 96th Illinois
Regiment.
Peoria: Peoria Historical Society
Digitization of Moses Pettengill Collection – $4,200 to digitize the Moses
Pettengill Collection, shining light into the world of the abolitionist, church
leader and friend of Abraham Lincoln.
Princeton: Bureau County Historical Society
Bill Lamb Collection Digitization – $2,262 to digitize and create an online
finding aid for the Bill Lamb Photo Collection, representing a visual history
of the Bureau County community spanning seven decades.
ISHRAB members Andrew Bullen (left) and Tina Beaird (far right) conduct a site visit at the University of Illinois –
Chicago Midwest Nursing History Research Center, which received a $4,309 ISHRAB grant to digitize part of its Illinois
Training School of Nurses Collection. Archivist and project leader Jojo Galvan Mora (right of computer) and Cathy
Popovitch of the Illinois State Archives discuss the grant.

Professional development
scholarships available to
Illinois archivists
The ISHRAB is offering professional
development scholarships to Illinois
archivists and archival volunteers to attend
an archival workshop/seminar of their
choice in Illinois (or an online professional
archival development course). Awards are
available for up to $200 per applicant, per
fiscal year, and may be used toward the
cost of registration, housing, and/or travel
to the event. The award is reimbursable.
Scholarships will be awarded on a
first-come basis until the funding is
exhausted. Complete information and an
application form can be found at ilsos.gov
(click on Departments, Illinois State
Archives, Illinois Historical Records
Advisory Board).
If you have any questions, please contact:
David Joens, Director
Illinois State Archives
M.C. Norton Building
Springfield, IL 62756
Phone: 217-782-3492
FAX: 217-524-3930
djoens@ilsos.gov
This archival
funded by a
Grant from
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educational opportunity is
State Board Programming
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and Records Commission

Illinois State Archives
Margaret Cross Norton Building
Capitol Complex
Springfield, IL 62756
217-782-4682
217-524-3930 (Fax)
Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Banners observing the Centennial of the Illinois State Archives were placed
around the Capitol Complex in October during National Archives Month. Pictured
are the commemorative banners with the Margaret Cross Norton Archives
Building and the Illinois State Capitol in the background.

Closed all state holidays.
William P. Shannon IV (left), curator at the St. Clair County Historical Society, shows some of the society’s collection
to ISHRAB member Aaron Lisec and Archives staff Cathy Popovitch and Kristi Lear. The Historical Society received an
ISHRAB grant to digitize the papers of U.S. Senator Alan Dixon.
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Centennial masks were created and handed out
to Archives staff.

Archives staff purchased coffee cups with the
Centennial logo to commemorate the special
event.

Illinois State Archives receives 1845 Will County census
The Will County Historical Museum and Research Center in Lockport has donated to the Illinois State Archives an original copy of the 1845 state
census of Will County. The census was found in the belongings of local historian Billie Limacher, who passed away earlier this year. Her family
generously donated the census to the museum, which in turn donated it to the State Archives.
The state of Illinois conducted censuses by county every five years from 1820 to 1845 and then again in 1855 and 1865. Unfortunately, very few
of the censuses still exist. For the 1845 census, the State Archives only had returns for Cass, Montgomery, Putnam and Tazewell counties. Now,
thanks to generosity of the Will County Historical Museum, it has added Will County to its collection.

The Will County Historical Museum and Research Center recently donated the 1845 state census for Will County to the Illinois State Archives. Pictured with the census of Will
County are, from left, David Joens and Catheryne Popovitch of the Illinois State Archives, Terri Dell, who donated the census to the Will County Historical Society, Alex Dixon of
the Illinois State Archives, and Will County Historical Society executive director Sandy Vasko and vice-president Brian Conroy.

Archives staff members, pictured with a portrait of Margaret Cross Norton,
wearing their Centennial shirts.

To commemorate the Illinois State Archives
Centennial, a bobblehead of Margaret Cross Norton
was created. Norton was the first supervisor of the
Illinois State Archives, and the archives building
was named after her in 1995.

Various publications and memorabilia are currently on display in the
reference room of the Margaret Cross Norton Building.

Secretary of State and State Archivist Jesse White poses with a picture of James A. Rose, who had been the longest serving Secretary of State in Illinois until Secretary White
surpassed his record in 2014. The John Daly Conference Room in the Margaret Cross Norton Building is home to a portrait gallery of previous Secretaries of State.

The Illinois Regional Archives Depository (IRAD) system, a program of the Illinois
State Archives, is dedicated to the preservation of local governmental records. The
IRAD depositories, located at seven universities throughout the state, preserve the
official records of local governmental agencies that have permanent legal,
administrative, historical or other research values. Each year, graduate students
are selected to serve as interns at the depositories.
The IRAD internships introduce graduate students to the functions of an archives
institution and allow them to develop basic archival and research skills. Duties
include arranging and processing records, preparing descriptive inventories and
providing reference service to the public. Interns for the 2021-2022 academic year
attended an intensive two-day training session in Springfield in August.
The following are the 2021-2022 interns with their academic majors and the IRAD
where they are serving. As of publication, the University of Illinois at Springfield
is still filling its IRAD intern positions.

DATES AND REMINDERS
NOTE: Due to COVID-19 and until further notice, all State
and Local Records Commission meetings will be held by
conference or videoconferencing call after proper notice has
been posted on the website of the Illinois State Archives.
Downstate Local Records Commission Meeting
1st Tuesday of the month, 10 a.m. (unless otherwise noted)
ilsos.gov
Cook County Local Records Commission Meeting
2nd Tuesday of the month, 11 a.m.
ilsos.gov
State Records Commission Meeting
3rd Wednesday of every month, 9:30 a.m.
ilsos.gov
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum
23rd Annual Conference on Illinois History
October 7-8, Springfield
https://presidentlincoln.illinois.gov/learn/library-research/
research-divisions/conference-on-illinois-history
217-558-0128
Chicago Research Summit (Multi-Institutional
Sponsorship)
“Exploring Chicago’s Stories: Enhancing Student Learning
Through Chicago-Based Research”
October 15 (online only)
https://matthew-ostercamp.squarespace.com/present

2021 IRAD Interns

Eastern Illinois University
Shelby Hummel
History
Tanner Skym
History

Northern Illinois University
Kathryn Bean
History
Derek Joseph Shaw Political Science

Illinois State University
Gwendolyn Allen
Anthropology
Shawna Sheperd
English

Southern Illinois University
Caroline Folds
Philosophy
Miaya Scott
Political Science
Jamie Webb
History

Northeastern Illinois University
Deborah S. Barnes Political Science
Carrie Anne Bugay History
Robert Wolff
Political
Science/History

University of Illinois at Springfield
Western Illinois University
Reeka Nadine Edwards Political Science
Valeria Solano Rojo
History

Chicago Film Archives
2021 Home Movie Day
October 16, Chicago (Chicago History Museum)
http://www.chicagofilmarchives.org/current-events/chica
go-home-movie-day-2021

Fall 2021

2021-2022 IRAD interns selected
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Illinois State Archives celebrates Centennial
On June 20, 1921, Illinois Governor Len Small signed legislation creating the Illinois State Archives for the purpose of
preserving and making accessible official state records that had permanent, historical, legal and administrative value.
Despite the pandemic, throughout
2021 the Illinois State Archives has
celebrated the Centennial year of
its creation. Each department of
the Archives has been featured in
an issue of For the Record. Archives
staff members have given small
tours of the Margaret Cross Norton
Building. Staff also created a
display about the Centennial that
has been housed in the built-in
display case located outside of the
reference room. Another display
has been placed in a case inside
the reference room. In June, the
entire staff posed for a picture in
front of the Norton Building.
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Illinois State Archives staff, 1955.

The Archives has also created
special commemorative items including shirts, coffee cups, face masks and a limited-edition bobblehead of Margaret
Cross Norton – the first supervisor of the Archives. None of these items were purchased with state money. Most of
the items featured a Centennial logo, which was also used on 2021 State Archives letterhead.
Currently, the Archives staff is planning additional activities to commemorate the Centennial. During the month of
October, banners celebrating the Centennial will be placed on the lightpoles around the Capitol Complex and a time
capsule will be placed in the Norton Building. State Rep. Tim Butler has introduced a commemorative resolution in
the Illinois House to recognize this milestone.

Midwest Archives Conference
2021 Fall Symposium
“Local Collections in the Digital Age”
November 4-5, Kansas City, MO
https://www.midwestarchives.org/
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Illinois State Archives staff, June 10, 2021.

